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measure it has gone up. The world de-
mand has increased. We see the Chinese
increase their demand, and as the Chi-
nese demand increases, that puts more
demand on the supply, and when the
supply gets tighter, the price goes up.
U.S. consumption has not diminished.
It has marginally increased over the
last few years. That uses up more.

The oil reserves are being diminished
some. And we’re finding also oil in
other places where we thought we
couldn’t produce it. There was an an-
nouncement here last week. USGS had
announced what I believe was 3.4 bil-
lion barrels of oil in an oil shale a cou-
ple of miles down, most of it in North
Dakota and some of it in Montana.
That’s a huge oil find. The tar sands in
Northern Alberta have a massive
amount of oil, and we’re preparing to
bring a pipeline down from there and
build a refinery in the Midwest if local
people are willing. And if we can do
that, we can keep the gas and diesel
fuel prices in America from inflating
out of sight. And, in fact, if we can
bring enough supply in, we can cause
those prices to go back down. Supply
and demand is one component of this,
and it’s a pretty important component.

The use and consumption of more en-
ergy globally is another component of
it.

And a third component of the high
gas price is a cheap dollar. This dollar
has been diminished in its price. And
the commodities across the world, it
takes more American dollars to buy
things overseas to purchase into the
Euro environment, the European
Union, for example. It takes more dol-
lars to purchase in Asia. But their cur-
rency buys more. So because their cur-
rency buys more, it takes more Amer-
ican dollars to compete against that.
So perhaps 35 percent of the value of
this crude oil on the marketplace is be-
cause the value of the dollar has been
diminished. If you could take 35 per-
cent or roughly a third out of the gas
price today, you’re down there near $2
a gallon.

But the point that I want to make
about this in this poster, Mr. Speaker,
is this: The remarks made by the pre-
vious presenters are not consistent
with this factual information that I
have in this chart. And it works this
way: On the day that George Bush was
inaugurated as President, and I mean
the first day, January 20 of 2001, the av-
erage gas price on the street was $1.49
a gallon, Mr. Speaker. That price
stayed fairly flat. It appreciated some.
And by the time we got out to 2007,
January of 2007, when this new Demo-
crat majority in Congress was sworn in
and Speaker PELOSI took the gavel
where you’re seated, Mr. Speaker, the
gas on that day was $2.33.

Now it’s been about 15 months per-
haps, perhaps 15 months of this Pelosi
Congress, and gas has appreciated,
gone up in price, from $2.33 a gallon to
$3.561 a gallon. That’s a 50 percent in-
crease in the price of gasoline in Amer-
ica in 15 months. And that isn’t be-
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cause President Bush has done some-
thing to increase the price of gas. It
isn’t because he hasn’t been helpful and
supportive and worked to try to get us
more domestic energy supplies. It’s be-
cause the people on that side of the
aisle, Mr. Speaker, the people on the
Democrat side of the aisle, have
blocked everything since I've been in
this Congress that put more energy on
the market. They blocked everything.

And we fought this on this floor to
open up ANWR for drilling, a massive
amount of oil up there. There’s no en-
vironmental concern in ANWR. We
were successful in drilling the North
Slope. And I will submit that there is
not an environmental spill in that part
of the country that has a lasting and
damaging effect. There was a tanker,
the Valdez, that did run ashore and
have a spill. But that was a matter of
transport. It wasn’t a matter of drill-
ing, and it wasn’t a matter of proc-
essing or pipelining it out of Alaska. It
was after it left Alaska that that hap-
pened. But there was not a measurable
spill up north that caused a problem.
There is no environmental impact
that’s been a negative up there in Alas-
ka, and there is no rational reason to
prohibit drilling in ANWR. Yet the
vast majority of the Democrats
blocked the drilling in ANWR. When we
were close, when we were within a
handful of votes of being able to punch
those holes up there and have that oil
flowing down in here into the domestic
United States, that would have been
back when gas was, let’s say, about
$1.80.
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Today, it’s $3.51 and rising because of
the barrier that was put in place by en-
vironmental extremists that do not
have a rational argument that they
can put up. All they do is put a green
label on a bill, and as soon as it’s
green, the chicken littles on that side
will run and vote for a green bill. I had
people come to me and they said, We
had the bill to drill in ANWR that al-
lowed for, out of those millions acres,
and I think it’s 19.2 or 19.2 million
acres, 2,000 of them to be used to punch
holes down into the oil field. Two thou-
sand acres. As the vote went up on the
board, Mr. Speaker, people came to me
and said, You are from Iowa; you know
what an acre is. You have farms there.
How much is an acre? I said, Well,
43,560 square feet. That didn’t mean a
thing to them, that is the size of a
country school house lot. That didn’t
mean a thing to them. How about the
size of a football field? Oh. Okay. Two
thousand football fields. I think I will
be a no because, after all, it’s green.
It’s labeled green.

Environmentalists don’t want to
punch holes up there. It’s the best
place God could have put oil, that I can
imagine. You go up there and do it in
the permafrost and you drive out on
the ice. And when the frost melts in
the summertime, there’s no sign that
there was any traffic there at all. The
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most extreme environmentalists you
could come with on that side, Mr.
Speaker, I could fly them over ANWR
and they couldn’t point down to an oil
well. I will fly them over the north
slope. I will fly them over at 2,000 feet
and they can’t eyeball an oil well in
the north slope of Alaska because it’s
not what they imagine and it’s not
drilling up there in a pristine alpine
forest.

I am here to tell you there’s not a
single tree up there, Mr. Speaker. Not
one. Even though the Sierra Club ran
adds that said we can’t disturb—well,
the images on the screen were pristine
alpine forests. There’s not a native car-
ibou herd. But the one on the north
slope of Alaska, where we did drill suc-
cessfully, went from 7,000 head to 28,000
head, for those of you out there in Rio
Linda. That is 28,000 caribou where
there was 7,000 before because now they
don’t drop the calves into the cold
water on top of the permafrost, but get
next to the nice warm pipeline and
have their calves and they get nice and
fresh then they gallop across the tun-
dra.

It’s been a good thing for the envi-
ronment, a good thing for the oil sup-
ply. Drilling in ANWR is a good thing.
Drilling in the Outer Continental
Shelf, especially around Florida, is a
good thing. These prices would not be
this high if we had been successful in
those efforts, if there hadn’t been a
Democrat green coalition that blocked
every effort to try to put more energy
on the market, more Btus on the mar-
ket. Because the equation is this, all of
our energy is all wrapped up together.
British Thermal Units ties it all to-
gether, whether gas, diesel fuel, eth-
anol, biodiesel, solar, hydroelectric,
whether it’s nuclear, whether it’s wind
energy, whether it’s clean burning
coal, whether it’s latent solar heat, all
of those things put energy out of the
market. They are all part of the overall
energy pie chart. The more energy we
can put there, the cheaper it’s going to
get. And the more things that you do
to take energy off the market, the
more expensive it’s going to get. And
your thoughts are either denying the
law of supply and demand, or the thing
that I heard many of you voice, this
thing you have convinced me now is
that you want to see more expensive
energy. That is what I believe. Because
I hear the dialog, I hear the debate.
You want more expensive energy be-
cause somebody will park their car and
get on their bicycle and ride that in-
stead of driving their car. Doesn’t work
for grandma out there in Iowa that has
got ten miles in January to go to town.
But it might work for somebody in
Florida to get on their bicycle.

More expensive energy why? Because
we get more quality of life? No. Be-
cause you have this myopic vision that
you can somehow save the planet if we
had $6, $8, $10 gas. That is why you’re
taken by every energy action of this
Congress since NANCY PELOSI took the
gavel that has taken Btus off the mar-
ket, shortened the supply, tightened



